


Custom Made African  

Introduction 

The Debate team was given the task of interrogating the concept of 
Pan-Africanism and discussing on what the ‘one Africa’ we dream of 
would actually entail. We began divulging it – not in an attempt to poke 
holes, or to add new elements. But as the generation responsible to 
make this dream a reality, we need to cross-examine the foundation 
and make sure that we fully understand, and undertake it. This is 
necessary so that we can build on what our foremothers and 
forefathers have started to see that we construct the Africa that we all 
want. 

The Discussions 

We began discussions by defining the essence of Agenda 2063, and the 
reason for the existence of the African Union Commission; Pan-
Africanism. Some of us defined it as the spiritual unity of the 3000 plus 
ethnicities dwelling in Africa, despite all the differences they may have. 
The rest of us defined it as a movement towards the political unity of 
the African continent, as it comes under one leadership. Some argued 
about how practical and/or desirable it would be for Africa to be 
politically united. Most in the group believed that though it would be 
greatly advantageous to have physical manifestations of the United 
Africa, when it came to governance, it would on many levels be much 
preferred if each country kept it’s own individual governing body and 
keep it’s sovereignty as a nation and a country.   

Whether Political or spiritual, we all agreed that it is a beautiful dream. 
Yet the dream still remains an abstraction. Why is it that after so many 
years since the conception of this dream that we have not been able to 
put it on the ground as clearly as we see it in our minds? Why is it that 
50 long years after we have declared independence, the legacies that 
the brute colonial time left us are still in robust status? Why are we still 
battling tribalism? Why are we still fighting for resources as if the vast 
wealth that is providing for practically the entire world right now is not 
all ours? Why are we still under oppressive, dictatorial governments? 
Why are there so many whys that we could ask? 

Discussing more in this direction, we found that our leaders had not 
failed to observe these problems. In fact, they had done much to 
address them. We found that for years now, they had come up with 
dossier upon dossier of clearly laid out, practical steps they would 
take. We found however that the problems we see in Africa are not 



systemic (though they are manifested in systems). They are 
manifestations of scarred mental processes.  

In a mental battle, one cannot use physical weapons to fight and expect 
to win. One rather needs to fight with a mental weapon. A thought 
needs to be fought by a thought. A mindset challenge needs to be 
tackled with an ideology that can create a new mindset.  

An ideology is the system that governs the mind and dictates how 
decisions are made. A fresh ideology can uproot the seeds sown by a 
messy past. Does Africa have such that could embody the Pan African 
dream? Do we have an ideology of our own that can guide not only 
governments but the society as well? Do we have one that embraces 
our commonly shared African morals and values?  

This ideology would be an indigenous one that we know could work for 
Africa. Though it can be adopted and learned from nations abroad, it 
must be one that is purely African.   



Outcome 

What ideology would this be? 

Aspiration 3 of Agenda 2063 says that Africa will be, among other 
things, “a democracy”. Democracy as an ideology, has enabled a 
number of governments outside of Africa achieve certain goals. Among 
the dominant ones, the Americans have their liberal Democracy, and 
Europe forwards Welfare Democracy. Other democracies include 
Socialist Democracy, Developmental Democracy…  

Many have customized the principle of “rule of the people” to make it 
work for their unique circumstances and demographic status. This is, 
among others, the reason why our current African leaders have 
accepted this ideology and adopted it in their legal terms of 
governance.   

Clothes that were custom made by and for someone else cannot fit a 
different person. In the same manner, ideologies that were customized 
for other nations cannot be expected to fit Africa and work. The 
clothes will actually rip and expose the skin to harm.  
  
The team had a conviction that since the problems in Africa are 
uniquely African, the solutions to them must be uniquely African as 
well.  

What does this mean for Africa? 

If we are to be a Democracy, then what kind are we going to be? Which 
one can enable us to make the pan-African dream a reality? What will 
be the ideology that can unite us all? Which existing one are we going 
to choose, and agree upon to move forward with? Or dare we develop 
an African Democracy? Could we custom make a democracy that we 
know could pull Africa together, enabling us to live in peace and in 
effective utilization of our rich resources? Could this democracy allow 
us to live and develop as Africans? 

The debate team poses a challenge to the generation who is 
responsible to make the dream a reality to be critical in picking and 
crafting the ideology that would govern Africa – the united Africa. This 
is what we need to do now, not in fifty years.  This is what owning the 
Pan-African dream would mean. 


