
Who is an African?
If asked to give a definition, would you have it?  

Today more than ever before, identity issues have become the biggest unsolved mysteries - especially 
for young people. This is evident in a world that is integrating fast; its cultures influencing each other and 
meshing into a ‘global’ one. At the same time, ethnic affiliations seem to be growing very strong, making 
it increasingly difficult to consider oneself an ‘African’ on a practical basis. In the next six months at TYM, 
we hope to bring this issue to discussion, and explore what it means to be African.  

One of the discourses taking place across various forums currently is trying to reach on a consensus on 
who an ‘African’ is. As we work toward a stronger and united Africa, we continuously make reference to 
the ‘Africans’ who are responsible to bring it to pass. But who is this African? What does it mean to be an 
African? What is it that unites us as one?

Africa is a continent made up of diverse countries, who speak different languages and possess unique 
cultures. What is it that makes us one then? Is it melanin? Is it a similar history of colonization and slave 
trade we’ve gone through? Yet, not every African has melanin, nor can being victims of similar tragedy be 
the basis of our unity.

Many categorize Africa as being one thing over another. Corruption, poverty, dictatorship and 
backwardness are a few of the sad things that we have been characterized by. But the world will go 
ahead and define Africa, and Africans, if we don’t do it ourselves.

As young dreamers, we can share with each other hopes, aspirations and visions to redefine our 
continent. This way, what makes us one will not be a common past, but rather a common destiny. 

For example, for Afom, a young up-and-coming fashion designer in Addis Ababa, being an African means 
contributing to her nation’s development by pursuing her passion. She hopes to re-instill African values 
and identity into the fashion industry. By making appropriate attire fashion, she hopes to see a nations 
adorned in authentic style.

In this issue of TYM, we hope to raise a narrative about Africa from its own youth – with personal, genuine 
stories and perspectives. It is a platform for young people to draw a common future and share about the 
Africa they want to see. The AU has developed and published Agenda 2063 – the 50-year vision for the 
continent, but it will not become a reality unless each young person owns and acts towards it. 
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Vision:
To birth a purpose-driven and united generation

Mission: 
Creating a platform where the youth can edify and inspire each other. 

If you’d like to contribute to building a collective vision for Africa, you can do so through different 
mediums – an essay, poetry, visual art, music or video. Here are some guiding questions to keep in 
mind while working on your contribution:

1. What makes you an African? (What does being an African mean to you?)
2. What kind of Africa do you want to see in the next fifty years? (What is your aspiration for our   
 continent?)
3. How can you, as a young African, contribute to advancing the continental vision?
a. What areas you would like to work in to improve the conditions of your society?
b. What needs do you see in your society and want to address?
4. What kind of help/assistance would you need from the older generation/government/leaders/ 
 business owners to become the change agents in society? 

** When writing your article, please draw from your personal experiences. Share honest stories that 
reveal your true aspirations, hopes and struggles so that young people who read it will be able to 
relate and be inspired by it. 

The aim of this issue of TYM is to address the identity questions that exist as Africans, either living on 
the continent or diaspora. It is to give the youth a platform to discuss, share and answer each other’s 
questions. Through this theme, we hope to raise the consciousness of young people as Africans who 
are crucial in bringing about the Africa we all want. The submissions will encourage and challenge 
young people to rise up as change agents, while also attempting to reconnect the generational gap.  

Article details:
 • Length: 1-2 pages. (Or somewhere in between, font size: 12) (Let us know if you need more)
 • At the end of your article, be sure to include your full name, current age, nationality and recent  
    picture of yourself. 
 • Theme runs until: June 30, 2018 
 • Email your final draft to theyouthmag@gmail.com
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